
Grand Chapitre, Ålesund 2017
This year´s Grand Chapitre will be held in the capital of the north west
region of Norway, Ålesund. The festivities and destinations are located
a short walk from each other, where the intimate and compact Art
Noveau - styled city will set the tone for a joyful weekend.

The only arrangement that will take place outside the stunning canal
of Brosundet, is the Get Together on Friday, which will take place at
the famous Alnes light house. Alnes is located just outside of Ålesund,
and bus transport will take the group to the arrangement.

Introduction

The Ålesund and Sunnmøre region is first known for its pure nature.
It has the most alpine landscape in Norway, with mountains up to 1700
meters above sea level.

But even more magnificent, these mountains rise directly from the
many narrow fjords, and gives you the opportunity to explore them
fjord to peak. This makes the area popular for geo tourism visitors who
wants to experience this uniqueness.

For foodies

Most important for foodies, this region provides the freshest fish
imaginable. Prepared with fresh vegetables, you will have everything
you need for a successful and healthy dinner.

As the ocean and the fjords never are far away, you will always be
able to enjoy fresh wild caught fish at any time. The region is proud of
these resources and hopefully visitors will notice exactly that.

Ålesund City / Art Nouveau / Jugendstil

The city of Ålesund is the main centre of Art Nouveau in Scandinavia.
There is no Art Nouveau environment in Europe which is quite so
characteristic as Ålesund.

A stormy night of January 23rd 1904, a great fire hit the city. In a few
dramatic hours, almost the entire city went up in smoke, and what used
to be Ålesund was destroyed.

The city´s reconstruction became a project of national importance,
where a group of 50 Norwegian architects who had graduated from
German and English universities participated. It was a unique
possibility to develop a new, urban Norwegian architecture. (Imagine
their excitement over the assignment.)

In just three years, a new town rose from the ashes. Art Nouveau
buildings was constructed side by side in a concentrated area, creating
Europe`s most complete Art Nouveau cityscape.

Art Nouveau is an international style of art and architecture that was
most popular between 1890 and 1910. A reaction to the academic art
of the 19th century, it was inspired by natural forms and structures.

The style emerged in many countries in Europe at about the same
time. However by 1910, Art Nouveau was already out of fashion,
replaced by Art Deco, and then by Modernism.


